
Science - Living Things The Wild West 

Things I should already know: 

Living things include plants and animals. These 

can be divided into groups which could be based 

on their external features or appearance. You will 

have already looked at some of the basic features 

of living things e.g. legs, wings, scales. The   

natural environment or home of living things is 

called a habitat. All living things have different 

habitats depending on what they need to survive. 

Aspirations for the future: 

Vet, biologist, work for an animal charity or 

zoo, conservationist 

In order to survive,  

living things need to 

carry out the seven life 

processes. We can   

remember them using 

the acronym MRS 

GREN. 

Living things can be sorted into smaller groups if 

they have things in common. Plants could be  

sorted into ‘flowering’ and ‘non-flowering’ plants. 

The animal kingdom can be divided into two 

broad groups based on whether they have a  

backbone or not. Animals with a backbone are 

called vertebrates. Animals without a backbone are 

known as invertebrates. 

We can use classification keys to 

group, identify and name a variety 

of living things. Classification keys 

are a series of questions which 

have yes/no answers which helps 

to classify living things. They look 

like a little bit like branches. 

Habitats can change naturally throughout the year which can 

have an impact on the plants and animals that live there. 

These events can include floods, earthquakes and volcanic 

eruptions and they can pose dangers to living things.     

Humans can have a positive impact on the environment but 

often damage it. Some human impacts include deforestation, 

urbanisation and pollution. 

Some of the threats to the environment include air pollution 

from cars, burning of fossil fuels,   

water pollution and littering. You will be 

aware of some of the animals whose 

habitats are at greatest risk. 



Glossary: 

Amphibian: an animal with an internal skeleton that 

lives in and out of water 

Bird: an animal that flies and has an internal skel-

eton 

Centipede: an animal with one leg to each body seg-

ment 

Classify: to group things in a certain way so they 

can be identified 

Fish: an animal with an internal skeleton that has 

gills to help it breathe underwater 

Flowering plant: a plant which produces pollen and 

seeds 

Habitat: the place where something lives 

Insect: an animal with six legs 

Invertebrate: an animal with no backbone 

Key: a series of questions that helps to identify, 

group or classify things 

Mammal: an animal that gives birth to its young 

Organism: any living thing, animal or plant 

Reptile: an animal with an internal skeleton that 

lays eggs and lives on land 

Vertebrate: an animal with a backbone 

Useful diagrams: 

This is a classification key.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If we did 

a mini-

beast hunt and wanted to find out what mini-beasts we had found, 

we could use the classification key to help us identify the species. 

For example, if we used the classification key to identify an animal 

that has no legs and has a shell, the species would be a snail. 

 

 

 

 

 


